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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendments, filed 02/15/2007, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-3, 
5, 7-10, 12, 13 and 27-36 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 02/1 5/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., instructing the 
switch to switch from playback of recorded content that is being played back from the PVR in 
" near real time ". . .as stated in page 14 paragraph 2 of the remarks) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Furthermore Dumont discloses the switch is provided so that the 
user can select a video signal from the analog source, the digital source, or from the medium 
interface. It is well known in the art that the analog source, from antenna, and the digital source, 
from antenna or cable-link, do receive live video signal (see paragraphs 0032, 0033, and 0044). 

In re page 14 the Applicant states "there is no teaching, suggestion or hint that the switch 
operation depends in any way, shape or form upon the user command for implementing a 
channel change." 

In response the Examiner respectfully disagrees. If the user desires to watch the video 
signal from the analog source, from the digital source, or from the medium interface, she/he is 
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able to choose one of the sources (see paragraph 0043 and 0044). Hence out of the three paths 
only one path is selected at a time to playback video signal, and the user is able to change or 
switch from one source to another. Therefore the path is changed according to the selection. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 'there is no 
teaching or suggestion that the switching in the manner claimed can result in the increase in 
speed of a channel change in a PVR as thought and claimed by the Applicant' (emphasis added), 
see remarks page 14 paragraph 3 lines 4-6) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

In re page 15 the Applicant states "Dumont fails to teach or suggest the connection 
between a change in channel and instructing the switch to switch as claimed" 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. See the response above. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, (i.e. 4 the Russo 
reference fails to provide the required teaching needed to fill this gap', Applicant attention is 
directed to page 15 paragraph 3 lines 5-6 of the remarks) one cannot show nonobviousness by 
attacking references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 
231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

The claimed invention does in fact read on the cited references for at least the reasons 
discussed above and as stated in the detail Office Action as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Application/Control Number: 09/970,359 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-3 , 5 5 7-10, 27-29 and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dumont et al (US PG PUB 2001/000761 1A1) in view of Official Notice. 

Claims 32-34 will be discussed first. 

Regarding claim 32, Dumont discloses a personal video recorder device, comprising: 

a tuner receiving a video signal input and producing a live video signal as an output (see 
analog source (12) in fig. 2 and paragraph 0032); 

an analog to digital converter receiving the live video signal and converting it to a digital 
live video signal (see paragraph 0034 and digital encoder (16) in fig. 2); 

a medium interface receiving and storing the digital live video signal input as it is 
produced by the analog to digital converter and providing as an output a stored 

digital video signal (see fig. 2 and fig. 4 component 20 and paragraphs 0036 and 0043. If 
the user wants to record the video signal from the analog source 12 the first switch will connect 
the input 22 to point 26); 

a digital to analog converter receiving the stored digital video signal and producing an 
analog video signal (see digital decoder 22 in fig. 2); 

an output circuit that provides an output signal formatted for display on a video display 
(see display 25 and decoder 22 in fig. 2); 

a switch (multiplexer 18) that routes a signal to the digital to analog converter (see fig. 2 
multiplexer 1 8 and decoder 22); 
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a controller that directs the switch to provide one of the digital live video signal and the 
stored digital video signal to the digital to analog converter (see component 32 in fig. 3 or 
component 40 in fig. 4 and paragraphs 0041 and 0047. The user controls the switch to direct the 
switch to one of the sources or from the medium interface to the decoder); and 

wherein the controller receives user commands and responsive to a user command to 
change a channel, commands the switch to route the digital live video 

signal to the digital to analog converter (See figures 3 and 4 and paragraphs 0043 and 
0044. The analog source 12 is an analog tuner receiving analog video signals from a remote 
emitter through the antenna. The user can change channels as he/she desires. If the user wants to 
record the video signal from the analog source 12 the first switch will connect the input 22 to 
point 26 in fig. 3 or 4. Otherwise input 22 will connect directly to the digital decoder). 

Claim 1 differs from Dumont in that the claim further requires a disk drive. Although 
Dumont does not specifically discloses the medium interface is disk drive Official Notice is 
taken that it is well known in the art to substitute a drum carrying magnetic heads with a disk 
drive in order to record signals in high density storage medium. 

Regarding claim 33, Dumont discloses the output circuit comprises a modulator (see 
paragraph 0037, the coded digital stream are converted to be displayed on a display). 

Regarding claim 34, Dumont discloses the output circuit provides the output signal 
formatted as one of NTSC, PAL, DVI, and MPEG (see paragraph 0037). 

Regarding claims 1-3, 8, 10, and 27, the limitation of claims 1-3, 8, 10 and 27 can be 
found in claim 32. Therefore claims 1-3, 8, 10 and 27 are rejected for the same reason as 
discussed in claim 32 above. 
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Claims 5 and 28 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 33 above. 

Claims 7 and 29 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 34 above. 

Regarding claim 9, the limitation of claim 9 can be found in claims 32 and 33. therefore 
claim 9 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claims 32 and 33 above. 
5. Claims 12-13, 30-31 and 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dumont et al (US PG PUB 2001/000761 1 Al) in view of Official Notice and further in view 
of Russo (US Pat. No. 5,701,383). 

Claims 35-36 will be discussed first. 

Regarding claim 35, claim 3.5 differs from the above proposed combinations in that the 
claim further requires a command to implement an effect using disk drive. Dumont discloses the 
user controls the switch to select one of the signals as shown in fig. 3 and 4 wherein one of the 
signal is coming from the medium interface 20 (see also paragraphs 0041-0044). 

In the same field of endeavor Russo discloses a video time shifting system characterized 
in having a continuous recording track. Russo further discloses the storage means takes the form 
of a continuous recording track in a magnetic disk drive (see abstract). Russo further discloses 
the system continuously records the incoming program selected by a user on an associated 
display device. If a program-control command is received, the system continues to store the 
incoming video program and keeps track of the exact position in the program associated with the 
activation of the particular command. When a pause is followed by a resume command, the 
program continues to be displayed from the point at which it was paused (see col. 4 lines 1 1-27). 
Therefore in light of the teaching in Russo it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to modify Dumont by providing a live pause effect in 
order to record a full length of program without discontinuity. 

Claim 36 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 35 above. 

Claims 12-13 and 30-31 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 35 above. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Helen Shibru 
April 16, 2007 




